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in the inscriptional literature of Karnataka. It contains
a tribute to a hero called Gunamadhura, is archaic in
language and perfectly literary in style and content.l
Thus it can be safely asserted that Kannada
literature is at least as old as 500 A. D. and that the
' Kavirajamarga ' of IX cent. A. D. is a prominent mile-
stone in the history., of Kannada literature and not
a starting point; it indicates the existence of a rich
literary tradition in the past, that gave rise to a
work on poetics like * Kavirajamarga' as a very natural
development. There is another view that Kannada
as a language and literature prevailed even from before the
Christian era, owing to the fact that a few early epigraphs
(of c. 20Q and 300 A. D.) are found to be in Kannada and
that a few Kannada words are met with in a prakrit work
called 'Gathasaptasati' of 200 AJX* Among other arguments
advanced in support of this view, it is stated that the
date of the Halmidi inscription is 300 A. D. and that,
therefore, it presupposes a linguistic cultivation and a
literary tradition in Kannada, sufficiently prior to its
composition* Though this view is entitled to a careful
consideration at the hands of scholars, it appears to us,

1 E. C. XI. eg 43.
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* Govind Pai : Kannada Sahityada Pracfnate (Udaya-
bharata Vol. II, No. 5, pp, 111-117) and Muni tlpanyasa-
galu, pp. 101-158.